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OPERATIONS 

 
 
 
 
 

WFP is providing assistance to internally displaced 
people affected by the ongoing crisis in Libya. In 
November 2014, WFP launched an Emergency 
Operation (EMOP) to address acute food insecurity 
issues resulting from a dramatic escalation of the 
conflict. WFP has aimed to reach 115,000 people 
affected by the conflict each month. The EMOP is 
aligned with WFP Strategic Objective (save lives and 
protect livelihoods in emergencies) by addressing the 
urgent food and nutrition needs of vulnerable women, 
men, girls and boys affected by the crisis. A new 
EMOP, 200925, will be launched in January 2016. Due 
to the conflict and political instability, the Libya UN 
Country Team (UNCT) has been operating remotely 
from Tunisia since 2011.  
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Top 5 Donors 

EMOP 200776: 
Assistance to people 
affected by the crisis 
in Libya 

Nov 2014-
Dec 2015 175,000 23,174,176 7,874,993 34% n/a 

Canada, Republic 
of Korea, United 
Nations Central 
Emergency 
Response Fund 
(CERF) 

 
 
 
 
Summary of WFP assistance: WFP addresses the immediate food security needs of people most affected by 
the political crisis and escalating violence in Libya. Given rising numbers of food insecure people, WFP had 
initially aimed to reach a monthly average of 115,000 people. However, given sustained funding shortfalls and 
access constraints, WFP has been unable to reach these goals.  
 
Each family receives a food parcel, enough to feed five people for one month. The family food entitlement 
provides 75 percent (1,530 kcal) of daily energy requirements per person per day for 30 days. The entitlement 
consists of couscous, rice, pasta, chickpeas, vegetable oil, sugar and tomato paste. The caloric value of the 
food basket was designed on the assumption that internally displaced persons (IDPs) would have access to 
other sources of food.  
 
The Multi-sectoral Needs Assessment (MSNA), published in September 2015, showed that the conflict has 
impacted food security and livelihoods, with access to food being affected both as an outcome of reduced 
purchasing power, as well as decreases in overall availability and price rises. Both the MSNA and the October 
Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) have identified IDPs as among the most vulnerable populations in Libya.  
 
Prioritising people in need of assistance is determined alongside local crisis committees in consultation with 
partners to identify the most vulnerable. Social welfare systems and community networks have eroded since 
the fighting intensified in July 2014. WFP works with local and international NGOs and consulting firms to help 
provide information that will identify and target the most vulnerable households. WFP monitors its activities 
through a contracted third party monitor. 
 

Preparing	  WFP	  food	  assistance.	  Photo	  



	  

W
FP

 L
ib

ya
 |

 B
ri

ef
   

 
OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP collaborates with the Libya United Nations Country Team and the Security Management Team to coordinate 
its activities with other United Nations agencies and to assess the political and security situation and the resulting 
impact on operations. WFP works with local NGOs	  STACO and LibAid to deliver food assistance; STACO delivers 
to IDPs in the West and South of the country while LibAid delivers in Benghazi and other towns in eastern Libya. 
Discussions are ongoing with JMW Consulting to provide third party monitoring and capacity development of the 
local partners. Cooperating partners work closely with local crisis committees, which represent local 
communities.  
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  
Libya is an upper middle income country, with an 
estimated population of 6.2 million. It is ranked 94 out 
of 185 on the 2015 Human Development Index with 
trends pointing to diminishing overall development 
since 2011. Libya is ranked 94 out 188 in the gender 
inequality index, with only 30 percent of Libya’s 
women participating in the labour force, compared to 
76 percent of men, despite women receiving more 
education.1 
 
The latest indicators, produced by UNICEF, the World 
Health Organisation and the World Bank, show that 21 
percent of children under five are stunted, a figure 
that has remained level for some twenty years.2  
 
On 17 December the political dialogue, comprised 
largely of MPs from two rival governments, the 
Tobruk-based House of Representatives, and the 
Tripoli-based General National Congress, signed the 
Libya Political Agreement (LPA), in Skhirat, Morocco. 
 
Libya’s economy is primarily based on the oil extraction sector, which accounts for 95 percent of its export 
earnings, 80 percent of its GDP (USD 75.46 billion), and 99 percent of its government income. Due to the armed 
conflict and attacks on oilfields, pipeline and oil terminals, the country is struggling to generating revenues close 
to levels before the downfall of Muammar Gadhafi. Libya is producing about a quarter of the amount of oil each 
day compared to before 2011.   
 
Shortages in food, fuel, water and electricity, and cash are reported as a result of the ongoing conflict in civilian 
areas throughout the country. According to the World Bank, the armed conflict has cut the income per capita of 
Libyan households in half over the past two years, from USD 12,800 to USD 6,600.  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  UNDP,	  2015	  Human	  Development	  Report.	  
2	  UNICEF/WHO/WB	  2014.	  See	  Global	  Nutrition	  Report	  2014	  Country	  Profile	  Libya.	  	  

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

● Despite consistent access constraints, WFP partners 
LibAid and Sheikh Taher Azzawi Charity Organisation 
(STACO) distributed food assistance to over 41,000 
internally displaced people (IDP) in December. 

● The MSNA and Humanitarian Needs Overview are the 
basis for the Humanitarian Response Plan, which was 
released in December 2015. The MSNA and HNO are 
guiding WFP by indicating the scope, scale and targeting 
of the 2016 operation.   

● Following guidance from the MSNA, EMOP 200925 will be 
launched in January 2016, following the closure of EMOP 
200776. EMOP 200925 aims to scale-up to assist 
210,000 refugees, asylum seeker and IDPs by the fourth 
quarter of 2016, pending available funding and 
commodities.  

● Due to limited access in Libya, assessing the 
population’s needs and their degree of 
vulnerability continues to be a challenge, 
hindering humanitarian operations generally. 
Many areas of Libya are controlled by militias and 
continue to face insecurity as a result of sporadic 
fighting and constrained access to supplies.	  

● Alongside insecurity and access challenges, there 
are serious concerns over funding. WFP was 
unable to distribute food in October and 
November because of a protracted pipeline 
break. 

● WFP is unable to consistently receive quality 
information from its cooperating partners in a 
timely manner. Partners are faced with sporadic 
telecommunications due to electricity cuts.  


